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Control of Bramble

	IAP Species:
	American Bramble - Rubus Cuneifolius Amerikaansebraam, Sandbraam, Ijikijolo, Linameva
	Cara Category:
	1

Prohibited

	Foliage:
	Deciduous
	Growth form:
	Woody
	Poisonous / Precautions:
	No.  Fruits edible.  Thorns make access difficult.  
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	Description:

Erect to sprawling thorny shrub.  Stems ridged with curved thorns. Three to five  “Toothed” margin leaflets.  
Flower white, sometimes pink and fruit red turning black when ripe.  


	
	Flowering:
	J
	F
	M
	A
	M
	J
	J
	A
	S
	O
	N
	D

	Important aspects of Bramble Biology:

Canes/stems of American bramble only live for 18 months.  New stem growth (primocanes) push through soil surface from Oct. In the first season, this stem does not produce fruit, only leaves.  In the next growing season, the primocane becomes a floricane which produces flowers from Sept and then fruit.   Once the fruit has ripened the floricane dies.  Primocanes generally arise close to floricanes and are seen as replacement stems. Seeds are spread by birds however do not germinate easily and most spread is vegetative from an extensive root system with fine lateral roots.  

Primocane = primary = first/new;  Floricane = flora = flower

	Planning: 

Bramble requires individual attention and treatment.  The small time window available to treat it means resources need to be planned for and dedicated to its control.  It is essential that bramble treatment in an area is not started unless sufficient resources are available to continue with treatment over at least a 5 year period.  Treatment should be focused on methods that will kill the root and the dormant buds below ground as spread is predominately from roots and the above ground stem dies naturally after 18 months. This means spaying the primocanes when they are >0.75m high as there is then sufficient leaf area to take up the herbicide.  

A selective systemic herbicide is the most effective way to kill bramble, however in some cases, old dense stands of bramble may require pre-treatment such as slashing, mowing or burning to enable easy access for a spraying team.  

	Mondi Prescribed Treatments:

Initial treatment OR Dense, tall infestations:
Pre-treatment & Spray:  

Step 1:  In winter slash or burn the area (reduces amount of old dead growth, increases access in spraying season)
Step 2:  Metsulfuron-methyl sprayed onto new growth when > 0.75m high, before leaves turn yellow.  Spray between Dec-April, but could be earlier in some areas depending on primocane growth.  

Followup treatment OR small, short infestations:

Step 1:  Spray Metsulfuron-methyl when primocane growth >75cm high, normally after December up to April (before leaves turn yellow).  Spraying could take place earlier if primocane growth is >75cm.    



	Herbicide prescribed:
	Trade name
	Rate:

	
	
	

	Metsulfuron Methyl 500g/kg WP
	Nicanor
	3g/10L water, add 50ml BP Crop oil

	Metsulfuron Methyl 600g/kg WG
	Brush-off 
	2.5g/10L water, add 50ml BP Crop oil

	
	Climax
	2.5g/10L water, add 50ml BP Crop oil
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